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From 1840 until 1940, freak shows by the hundreds crisscrossed the United
States, from the smallest towns to the largest cities, exhibiting their casts of
dwarfs, giants, Siamese twins, bearded ladies, savages, snake charmers, fire
eaters, and other oddities. By today's standards such displays would be
considered cruel and exploitative—the pornography of disability. Yet for one
hundred years the freak show was widely accepted as one of America's most
popular forms of entertainment.

Robert Bogdan's fascinating social history brings to life the world of the freak
show and explores the culture that nurtured and, later, abandoned it. In
uncovering this neglected chapter of show business, he describes in detail the
flimflam artistry behind the shows, the promoters and the audiences, and the
gradual evolution of public opinion from awe to embarrassment. Freaks were not
born, Bogdan reveals; they were manufactured by the amusement world, usually
with the active participation of the freaks themselves. Many of the "human
curiosities" found fame and fortune, becoming the celebrities of their time, until
the ascent of professional medicine transformed them from marvels into
pathological specimans.
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From 1840 until 1940, freak shows by the hundreds crisscrossed the United States, from the smallest towns
to the largest cities, exhibiting their casts of dwarfs, giants, Siamese twins, bearded ladies, savages, snake
charmers, fire eaters, and other oddities. By today's standards such displays would be considered cruel and
exploitative—the pornography of disability. Yet for one hundred years the freak show was widely accepted
as one of America's most popular forms of entertainment.

Robert Bogdan's fascinating social history brings to life the world of the freak show and explores the culture
that nurtured and, later, abandoned it. In uncovering this neglected chapter of show business, he describes in
detail the flimflam artistry behind the shows, the promoters and the audiences, and the gradual evolution of
public opinion from awe to embarrassment. Freaks were not born, Bogdan reveals; they were manufactured
by the amusement world, usually with the active participation of the freaks themselves. Many of the "human
curiosities" found fame and fortune, becoming the celebrities of their time, until the ascent of professional
medicine transformed them from marvels into pathological specimans.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A stunning achievement in cultural history." Philadelphia Inquirer

"A fine example of what has emerged as a major genre in the field of social history: the study of phenomena
on the margins of society in order to illuminate developments at the core." Cullen Murphy, Atlantic

"This is a cool and careful look at an inflammatory subject." Laurie Block, Washington Post

About the Author

Robert Bogdan is professor of special education, cultural foundations of education, and sociology at
Syracuse University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Erica Clark:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Freak Show: Presenting Human Oddities for Amusement
and Profit. Try to the actual book Freak Show: Presenting Human Oddities for Amusement and Profit as
your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with
this book.

Corey Mullen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Freak Show:
Presenting Human Oddities for Amusement and Profit suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Freak Show: Presenting Human Oddities for Amusement and
Profitis the main of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this
guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world with this book.



Carmen Annunziata:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as their
experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about something
that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are many
kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in writing, they also
doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is this Freak Show: Presenting Human
Oddities for Amusement and Profit.

Scott Burnett:

Freak Show: Presenting Human Oddities for Amusement and Profit can be one of your basic books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The author giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Freak Show:
Presenting Human Oddities for Amusement and Profit nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.
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