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"We sai1ed for America, and there made certain preparations. This took but little
time. Two members of my family elected to go with me. Also a carbuncle. The
dictionary says a carbuncle is a kind of jewel. Humor is out of place in a
dictionary." — Following the Equator
So begins this classic piece of travel writing, brimming with Twain's celebrated
brand of ironic, tongue-in-cheek humor. Written just before the turn of the
century, the book recounts a lecture tour in which he circumnavigated the globe
via steamship, including stops at the Hawaiian Islands, Australia, Fiji Islands,
New Zealand, India, South Africa and elsewhere.
View the world through the eyes of the celebrated author as he describes a rich
range of experiences — visiting a leper colony in Hawaii, shark fishing in
Australia, tiger hunting, diamond mining in South Africa, and riding the rails in
India, an activity Twain enjoyed immensely as suggested by this description of a
steep descent in a hand-car:
"The road fell sharply down in front of us and went corkscrewing in and out
around the crags and precipices, down, down, forever down, suggesting nothing
so exactly or so uncomfortably as a crooked toboggan slide with no end to it. . . .
I had previously had but one sensation like the shock of that departure, and that
was the gaspy shock that took my breath away the first time that I was discharged
from the summit of a toboggan slide. But in both instances the sensation was
pleasurable — intensely so; it was a sudden and immense exaltation, a mixed
ecstasy of deadly fright and unimaginable joy. I believe that this combination
makes the perfection of human delight."
A wealth of similarly revealing observations enhances this account, along with
perceptive descriptions and discussions of people, climate, flora and fauna,
indigenous cultures, religion, customs, politics, food, and many other topics.
Despite its jocular tone, this book has a serious thread running through it,
recording Twain's observations of the mistreatments and miseries of mankind.
Enhanced by over 190 illustrations, including 173 photographs, this paperback
edition — the only one avai1able — will be welcomed by all admirers of Mark
Twain or classic travel books.
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"We sai1ed for America, and there made certain preparations. This took but little time. Two members of my
family elected to go with me. Also a carbuncle. The dictionary says a carbuncle is a kind of jewel. Humor is
out of place in a dictionary." — Following the Equator
So begins this classic piece of travel writing, brimming with Twain's celebrated brand of ironic, tongue-in-
cheek humor. Written just before the turn of the century, the book recounts a lecture tour in which he
circumnavigated the globe via steamship, including stops at the Hawaiian Islands, Australia, Fiji Islands,
New Zealand, India, South Africa and elsewhere.
View the world through the eyes of the celebrated author as he describes a rich range of experiences —
visiting a leper colony in Hawaii, shark fishing in Australia, tiger hunting, diamond mining in South Africa,
and riding the rails in India, an activity Twain enjoyed immensely as suggested by this description of a steep
descent in a hand-car:
"The road fell sharply down in front of us and went corkscrewing in and out around the crags and precipices,
down, down, forever down, suggesting nothing so exactly or so uncomfortably as a crooked toboggan slide
with no end to it. . . . I had previously had but one sensation like the shock of that departure, and that was the
gaspy shock that took my breath away the first time that I was discharged from the summit of a toboggan
slide. But in both instances the sensation was pleasurable — intensely so; it was a sudden and immense
exaltation, a mixed ecstasy of deadly fright and unimaginable joy. I believe that this combination makes the
perfection of human delight."
A wealth of similarly revealing observations enhances this account, along with perceptive descriptions and
discussions of people, climate, flora and fauna, indigenous cultures, religion, customs, politics, food, and
many other topics. Despite its jocular tone, this book has a serious thread running through it, recording
Twain's observations of the mistreatments and miseries of mankind. Enhanced by over 190 illustrations,
including 173 photographs, this paperback edition — the only one avai1able — will be welcomed by all
admirers of Mark Twain or classic travel books.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

After the Civil War, Samuel Clemens (1835-1910) left his small town to seek work as a riverboat pilot. As
Mark Twain, the Missouri native found his place in the world. Author, journalist, lecturer, wit, and sage,
Twain created enduring works that have enlightened and amused readers of all ages for generations.

From AudioFile
When Mark Twain took off by ship for a round-the-world lecture tour, he took along a sharp eye, a
notebook, and his renowned wit. Michael Kevin reads Twain's narrative of his experiences with a Southern-
inflected drawl and an unhurried pace that sound just right. He also offers amusing individual character
shadings for many of Twain's fellow passengers, whom the great writer often quotes as well as skewers. The
book is full of everything from onboard whist games to tiger hunting. Twain's opinions are many, often
mercilessly funny, and frequently ahead of their time--except when he is suddenly of his time. The result is a
fully developed self-portrait, nineteenth-century mores and all. A.C.S. © AudioFile 2009, Portland, Maine

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Following the Equator: A Journey Around the World.

Beverly Dyar:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have
underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then
having chance to stand up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this
particular Following the Equator: A Journey Around the World book as beginner and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Austin Lawrence:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
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addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Following
the Equator: A Journey Around the World is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Angela Strange:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Following the Equator: A Journey Around
the World or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Following the Equator: A Journey Around the World to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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