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How did Renaissance composers write their music? In this revolutionary look at
a subject that has fascinated scholars for years, musicologist Jessie Ann Owens
offers new and striking evidence that contrary to accepted theory, sixteenth-
century composers did not use scores to compose--even to write complex vocal
polyphony.

Drawing on sources that include contemporary theoretical treatises, documents
and letters, iconographical evidence, actual fragments of composing slates, and
numerous sketches, drafts, and corrected autograph manuscripts, Owens carefully
reconstructs the step-by-step process by which composers between 1450 and
1600 composed their music. The manuscript evidence--autographs of more than
thirty composers--shows the stages of work on a wide variety of music--
instrumental and vocal, sacred and secular--from across most of Renaissance
Europe. Her research demonstrates that instead of working in full score,
Renaissance composers fashioned the music in parts, often working with brief
segments, according to a linear conception. The importance of this discovery on
editorial interpretation and on performance cannot be overstated.

The book opens with a broad picture of what has been known about Renaissance
composition. From there, Owens examines the teaching of composition and the
ways in which musicians and composers both read and wrote music. She also
considers evidence for composition that occurred independent of writing, such as
composing "in the mind" or composing with instruments. In chapters on the
manuscript evidence, she establishes a typology both of the sources themselves
and of their contents (sketches, drafts, fair copies). She concludes with case
studies detailing the working methods of Francesco Corteccia, Henricus Isaac,
Cipriano de Rore, and Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina.

This book will change the way we analyze and understand early music. Clear,
provocative, and painstakingly researched, Composers at Work: The Craft of
Musical Composition 1450-1600 makes essential reading for scholars of
Renaissance music as well as those working in related fields such as sketch
studies and music theory.
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How did Renaissance composers write their music? In this revolutionary look at a subject that has fascinated
scholars for years, musicologist Jessie Ann Owens offers new and striking evidence that contrary to accepted
theory, sixteenth-century composers did not use scores to compose--even to write complex vocal polyphony.

Drawing on sources that include contemporary theoretical treatises, documents and letters, iconographical
evidence, actual fragments of composing slates, and numerous sketches, drafts, and corrected autograph
manuscripts, Owens carefully reconstructs the step-by-step process by which composers between 1450 and
1600 composed their music. The manuscript evidence--autographs of more than thirty composers--shows the
stages of work on a wide variety of music--instrumental and vocal, sacred and secular--from across most of
Renaissance Europe. Her research demonstrates that instead of working in full score, Renaissance composers
fashioned the music in parts, often working with brief segments, according to a linear conception. The
importance of this discovery on editorial interpretation and on performance cannot be overstated.

The book opens with a broad picture of what has been known about Renaissance composition. From there,
Owens examines the teaching of composition and the ways in which musicians and composers both read and
wrote music. She also considers evidence for composition that occurred independent of writing, such as
composing "in the mind" or composing with instruments. In chapters on the manuscript evidence, she
establishes a typology both of the sources themselves and of their contents (sketches, drafts, fair copies). She
concludes with case studies detailing the working methods of Francesco Corteccia, Henricus Isaac, Cipriano
de Rore, and Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina.

This book will change the way we analyze and understand early music. Clear, provocative, and painstakingly
researched, Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 makes essential reading for
scholars of Renaissance music as well as those working in related fields such as sketch studies and music
theory.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Composers at Work justly deserves to be called remarkable, not only because its deductive and intellectual
achievements are so very great, but also because it opens a field of research that will be unknown to many
readers.... Thanks to Owens's painstaking and brilliant evaluation of the evidence, we possess a clearer
understanding of the processes by which [Renaissance] composers built their pieces, section by section and
layer by layer.... As a study of technical procedure, [this book] is a triumph, and it must be required reading
for anyone with an interest in Renaissance polyphony...."--John Milsom, Notes

"With Owens's book scholars and students at last have a study concerned with the creative processes of
European composers active at a time of both profound stylistic change and remarkable transformations in the
manner, material, and uses of written texts....[Owens] provides a profound new understanding of how
Renaissance composers understood their art."--Choice

"This is a stunning piece of work which will alter the landscape of Renaissance musicology in very
important ways."--Lawrence Bernstein, University of Pennsylvania

"One of the most important studies in Renaissance musicology in many years. A landmark."--Lewis
Lockwood, Harvard University

"A thoughtful and multi-faceted approach to a problem that has long been a matter of speculation. The
astonishing and most original contribution of her study is that no evidence has come to light that
accomplished composers used scores for composing. This book will awaken new interest in Renaissance
composition and should interest all students of Renaissance music."--Bonnie J. Blackburn, Wolfson College,
Oxford

About the Author
Jessie Ann Owens is at Brandeis University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Steven Purdy:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Composers at Work:
The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical
Composition 1450-1600is the main of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot
of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see
the represented of the world with this book.

Mary Redus:

The particular book Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 will bring you to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Composers at Work: The Craft of
Musical Composition 1450-1600 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Danny Miller:

Exactly why? Because this Composers at Work: The Craft of Musical Composition 1450-1600 is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Belinda Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Composers at Work: The Craft
of Musical Composition 1450-1600.
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