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Auto Focus features a dazzling array of self-portraits by seventy-five of the
world' s foremost contemporary photographers. Photography writer and curator
Susan Bright provides a clear guide through this significant and dynamic genre,
showing how issues of identity—whether national, sexual, racial, personal, or
artistic—are key to understanding the work of many of today’s leading
photographers.

Thislavishly illustrated, accessible survey is organized into five thematic
chapters: diaristic and autobiographical images; pictures of the body; the use of
masks and masquerade; the return to studio portraiture and the photographic
abum; and performance, both public and private. An informative illustrated
introduction explains the history of the photographic self-portrait from the 1840s
to the late twentieth century, providing an invaluable context for the recent surge
in artists' images of themselves.

From intimate images of introspection and those that consciously challenge
notions of ethnicity and sexuality to dramatic, stylized photographs of dreamlike
scenarios, Auto Focus shows how one of the longest-established artistic genres
continues to fascinate artists today.
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Auto Focus features a dazzling array of self-portraits by seventy-five of the world’ s foremost contemporary
photographers. Photography writer and curator Susan Bright provides a clear guide through this significant
and dynamic genre, showing how issues of identity—whether national, sexual, racial, personal, or
artistic—are key to understanding the work of many of today’ s leading photographers.

This lavishly illustrated, accessible survey is organized into five thematic chapters: diaristic and
autobiographical images; pictures of the body; the use of masks and masguerade; the return to studio
portraiture and the photographic album; and performance, both public and private. An informative illustrated
introduction explains the history of the photographic self-portrait from the 1840s to the late twentieth
century, providing an invaluable context for the recent surgein artists’ images of themselves.

From intimate images of introspection and those that consciously challenge notions of ethnicity and sexuality
to dramatic, stylized photographs of dreamlike scenarios, Auto Focus shows how one of the longest-
established artistic genres continues to fascinate artists today.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Susan Bright is acurator and writer. She has contributed to numerous publications and is the author of Art
Photography Now. In addition to organizing international conferences and seminars on art and photography,
she was formerly assistant curator of photographs at the National Portrait Gallery in London, curator at the
Association of Photographers, and served as acting director for the MA Photography (Historic and
Contemporary) program at Sotheby’s Institute of Art, London. Bright's previous exhibitions and catalogs
include Something Out of Nothing, How We Are: Photographing Britain, and Face of Fashion. She currently
lives and works in New Y ork, where she is afaculty member at the School of Visua Arts.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eric Alaniz:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extratime? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Auto Focus: The Self-Portrait in Contemporary
Photography to read.

Gail Cote:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle aways aim to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Auto Focus: The Sdlf-Portrait in Contemporary Photography.

Rubin Bourne:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Auto Focus: The Self-Portrait in Contemporary Photography was filled in
relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people
has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.



Elda Ornédlas:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching fromit. It isidentified as of
book Auto Focus: The Self-Portrait in Contemporary Photography. Y ou can add your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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